


A Basement
Grows Up
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Small bursts of big-impact touches 
make this modest basement 
apartment in a Washington, DC, row 
house feel like a penthouse suite.

u MY STYLE Contemporary/
modern
u RENOVATIONS Gutted to 
studs and rebuilt; basement 
completely excavated to achieve 
additional 18" ceiling height    
u BEST DESIGN SOLUTION 
Drawers that can function as 
unlikely storage units 
u FAVORITE ELEMENT Layout 
and functionality of kitchen 
u WHAT FRIENDS SAY 
Surprised at the vast amount 
of livable space and the inviting 
warmth of the dwelling and that 
it does not feel like a space 
that was originally a basement 
u BEST ADVICE Design space 
to be flexible and able to serve 
more than one purpose 
u GREAT SOURCES Design 
stores in urban areas usually 
market to small-space dwellers
u WHAT WE WOULD CHANGE 
Make the kitchen larger for 
entertaining; carve out a more 
distinct and larger space for 
design studio business

EASY TO ADAPT (Above) Sectional seating offers options 
for arrangements based on the occasion, while the wall 
cabinetry stores items used for entertaining.

LIGHT MY FIRE (Inset) The steel-rolled custom 
fireplace adds an architectural focal point to the living 
area. Adjustable tables by Room & Board serve as 
freestanding units that can slide between sofa sections.
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1,200-SQUARE-FOOT 
BASEMENT

DESIGNER DIGS

o
Play hide and seek with 

barn-style doors that take 
up no swing-out room 

to open and close
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DESIGNER DIGS

TOTALLY COOL (Above) A custom backsplash was 
made from recycled skateboards for a one-of-a-kind 
effect. It both complements and contrasts with the 
kitchen’s other modern elements.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS (Top right) Clever cabinets at 
the side of the island make for easy access without 
bothering the chef.

   The original structure was built as a single-family row house, 
but Patrick had a plan to convert the dwelling into three distinct 
privately owned boutique condos with the idea of designing the 
lower terrace-level as his personal residence and design studio. 
 
Taking a Risk  
The structure presented many challenges, including the need to 
excavate the foundation in order to add 11 additional inches to 

Unlike their counterpart the cabinet, kitchen 
drawers allow you to access the entire depth of a 
unit—from front to back. Plus, the entire contents 
are visible with a glance, keeping you organized 
and making your kitchen run more efficiently.  
 

u Appliances Today everything from dishwashers to refrig-
erators to freezers to microwaves is available in drawer 
form. Units tuck neatly under the counter, freeing up space 
to fit in additional cabinets or other features. 
u Pots, Pans & Plates The advantage drawers have over 
most cabinets is that they slide out and prevent reaching 
overhead, which is better for your back, especilly if you have 
stacks of dishes or heavy cast-iron cookware.
u Custom Dividers From spice racks to expandable plate 
shelves to adjustable peg board inserts, to get the most 
from your drawer, it’s best to divide to conquer. See options 
at kitchensource.com.

For architect and designer Patrick Jones, finding the 
perfect place to live and work was an easy choice. 
The well-worn 1900s row house where he had been 

renting was a diamond-in-the-rough located in Washington DC’s 
historic Dupont Circle area. It had all of the structural qualities 
needed to capture his expansive imagination—when it comes to 
design, there is nothing conventional about Patrick’s approach—
so, he approached the owner and ended up buying the building. 

Store-More Drawers

o
Frameless cabinets offer 

a 10-15% boost in storage 
space in the same  

footprint as framed ones
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FIT FOR KINGS (Above) A 
custom-designed platform 
bed was scaled to the give a 
prominent feel to this smaller-
than-usual master bedroom.

VISITORS WELCOME (Right) 
The design studio/office easily 
converts to additional sleeping 
quarters with the use of a 
cleverly designed sofa-sleeper.

IN PRIVATE (Opposite bottom) 
The winding staircase grants 
easy access to the intimate 
patio, designed for sunbathing 
and barbecues.

SHIP SHAPE (Left) Tight 
quarters encourage efficient 
use of space, like the towel 
holder, which takes up 
virtually no room.

the existing 7-foot ceiling. This investment resulted in a space 
that not only is airy but also has plenty of light, both natural 
and supplemented, as feels nothing like a basement. Although 
somewhat costly, “The overall return on investment will prove to 
be a win should we decide to sell in the future,” Patrick says. 
   Another area of the row house that Patrick focused his attention 
on was the kitchen, which sports a unique custom backsplash made 
from recycled skateboards, and high-end appliances that at times 
are put to use to serve as many as 70 guests. 
   The renovation project, from acquisition to finish, took 
approximately two years to complete. The goal was to transform 
a small space using a design aesthetic that was unlike anything on 
the market at the time, says Patrick. The approach was a big risk; 
however, it has paid off considerably, given the client list he has 
managed to amass since then.  
   Personally, the space was a success as well. Patrick, his partner 
and their dog, Bindi, now enjoy a bright, cheerful home that 
exudes warmth and function in every inch of its 1,200 square feet. 

DESIGNER DIGS

o
Use uplighting to  

highlight plantings and 
boost the illusion of  
height and grandeur

o

Floating cabinets free 
up floor space below; the 
more floor you see, the 
bigger a space looks

o
Balance the placement  

of items on open  
shelving to lighten the 

visual weight 


